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At Home on the Water

Living on a
houseboat is like
being ‘on vacation
every day, with
some drawbacks.
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By ALYSON KRUEGER

When Aislyn Greene and Jeannie Cruz
decided to buy a home last summer in the
San Francisco area, they knew the sub-
urbs wouldn’t be right for them. But they
also quickly realized that living in a city
center in the kind of home they wanted
was way beyond their budget.

“We were depressed and demoral-
ized,” said Ms. Greene, an editor at Afar

magﬂZille Mher late 30s. “We needed to
do something fun.”

Ms." Cruz, a sonographer in her
mid-40s, had noticed a community of
houseboats in Sausalito during one of
her sailing lessons. And that led the cou-
ple, on a lark, to tour a three-bedroom,
two-bathroom, 1,000-square-foot house
on the West Pier, where they fell in love
with the beamed-roof living room and
the light and views in every direction.
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“1 never thought I would be living in a
floating home,” Ms. Greene said. “But we
both had a strong feeling we wanted to go
for this house.” They moved in last
November.

Across the country, people are also
turning to houseboats as a way to live in
the heart of cities without breaking the
bank. While some live in houses that sit

on concrete hulls, like the place that Ms.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

-

|
‘
A houseboat

community in
Sausalito, Calif.,
includes the home,
center, that Jeannie
Cruz and Aislyn
Greene moved into
in November.

EE A
il R Ll




THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, APRIL 28,2019

A Gent

Moving into a home that
belonged to your parents when
you were a teenager can be
challenging. Especially if it's
nearly 100 years old.

By TIM McKEOUGH

When Kim Hammond was a teenager in the
late 1960s, his parents bought a proud stone
house on a hill in Baltimore County, Md.,
and he immediately recognized it as re-
markable.

Built in 1920 by a prominent architect
named Laurence Hall Fowler, it originally
served as a stately guesthouse for an even
grander home that is now part of St. Timo-
thy’s School, a private high school for girls.

“He built these warks of art surrounded
by nature,” said Dr. Hammond, 67, a veteri-
narian who was profiled in The New Yorker
for his work with fashion designers’ pets
but is also known for tending animals on the
sets of films including “All the Pretty
Horses,” “The Green Mile” and “Cat-
woman,” and is involved in efforts to save
endangered mountain gorillas in Africa.
“It’s such a special house, and just one of
those homes that you can’t duplicate.”

So after his mother died in 2014, he and
his wife, Carol Elerding Hammond, now 50,
decided to move in, with their daughter,
Stella, now 12.

But first, they wanted to make a few
changes.

After nearly a century of wear and tear,
the house needed updating and a few spa-
tial alterations to accommodate a more re-
laxed way of living. As Ms. Hammond said,
“The library is formal, the living room is for-
mal, the dining room is formal, but we're
pretty casual people.”

For help, they called on Dr. Hammond's
longtime interior designer, Mona Hajj. Dr.
Hammond was one of Ms. Hajj’s first clients
in 1994, after he saw a room she designed in
Baltimere magazine and hired her to deco-
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How to live casually
when so much of the
space is formal.

rate a bedroom on the third floor of his par-
ents’ house.

“I asked her to design me my own Eng-
lish gentleman’s suite, where it’s just lovely
to curl up and read a book,” Dr. Hammond
recalled. “She designed something that was
so reflective of what I wanted, I was just
overwhelmed, and we’ve been friends ever
since.”

Over the years, that room has remained
unchanged. And ever since, Dr. Hammond
has called on Ms. Hajj for help decorating
whatever home he happened to be living in,
including a series of downtown Baltimore
apartments. He even credits her with help-
ing him look his best for Ms. Hammond,
whom he began dating in 1999.

“Mona’s décor really attracted my wife,”
he said. “My wife thought I knew what I was
doing.”

By now the secret is out — and has been
for some time — so Ms. Hammond had the
opportunity to collaborate with Ms. Hajj.

All three agreed that the original win-
dows, woodwork and plasterwork should be
preserved. “We didn’t want to jeopardize
the essence of the house,” Ms. Hajj said, al-
though “it was not built for the kind of living
that they wanted, which was something
comfartable.”

The challenge was walking the line be-
tween restoration and transformation. Ms.
Hajj left most of the house intact, reproduc-
ing moldings where they had gone missing
and restoring the remaining woodwork to
its original luster. But she also proposed a
few surgical changes to the floor plan.

On the ground floor, they expanded the
kitchen and added a porch along the back of
the house, accessible by French doors from
most rooms. On the second floor, they con-
verted a bedroom into a bathroom to create
an enlarged master suite and added a cathe-
dral ceiling, opening the room up to the
third floor, which once housed servants’
quarters.

“It was my mother-in-law’s room, so |
wanted it to have a different feel” Ms. Ham-
mond said.

A substantial addition to one side of the

house contains a double-height family
room, a powder room and a three-car ga-
rage on the ground floor, with alarge recrea-
tion room above.

To finish the five-bedroom house (which
is included in Ms. Hajj's new book, “A Ro-

mance of East and West,” published this
month), the designer put together an eclec-
tic mix of furniture and objects spanning
centuries and cultures. The living room is
decorated with ancient pots from Latin
America and Asia, a 17th-century Turkish

Ushak rug, Louis XVI-style armchairs, a Cy
Twombly lithograph and a tufted sofa that
Ms. Hajj had custom made.

“I wanted that look — warm, global, col-
lected — because the house afforded it,” Ms.
Hajj said, and because it reflects the way the
Hammonds live. As Ms. Hammond put it,
“We travel all over the world, and acquired
this taste for things that are unique and
unusual.”

The design-and-construction process
took about two years — the Hammonds
moved in toward the end of 2016 — and cost
more than $6 million. It also involved signif-
icant changes. But at its core, the house re-
mains the one Dr. Hammond has loved for
most of his life.

“I look forward to coming home every
single day,” he said. “It evolved beautifully.”

The house where Kim and Carol
Elerding Hammond live with
their daughter, Stella, was built
in 1920 by Laurence Hall
Fowler. An update by their
interior designer, Mona Hajj,
walked a line between
restoration and transformation.
One medification expanded the
kitchen, at right in center, to
make it a family gathering
space. And to give the master
bedroom extra height, she
opened the ceiling up to the
third floor, far left.



